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1. Purpose of Report 

1.1 On 3 March 2020 the government re-introduced the Domestic Abuse Bill into this 
Parliament. The Bill has cross party support and is speedily progressing, with a 
ratification date of April 2021. The purpose of the pending legislation is to transform 
responses to domestic abuse.  

1.2 The aim of the pending legislation is to ensure that all victims of domestic abuse have 
the confidence to come forward and report their experiences, in the knowledge that 
the state will do everything it can, both to support them and their children and pursue 
their perpetrator.   

1.3 This report provides summary headlines of the current provisions outlined in the Bill 
and implications for key partners in Solihull.  

2. Decision(s) recommended 

2.1 To note the local implication of the DA Bill and the work that is being undertaken to 
prepare for implementation.  

2.2 To note the role of the Domestic Abuse Partnership Group in taking this work forward 
and to ensure there is senior partner commitment to this group.  



 

 
 

2.3  Note the additional resources that are expected to be required.  

2.4 To promote and encourage engagement in the domestic abuse 2021 agenda within 
their own organisations. 

3. Matters for Consideration 

3.1 On introduction the Bill contained provisions which addressed: 

 Appointment, functions and power of a Domestic Abuse Commissioner 

 Statutory definition of domestic abuse 

 Recognition of children who see, hear or experience domestic abuse as victims 
in their own right  

 Statutory duty on Local Authorities 

 Introduction of Domestic Abuse Protection Notices & Order  

 Measures to protect victims and witnesses in court  

 Measures to strengthen management of perpetrators 

 Measures to improve access to safe accommodation 

 No defence for consent to serious harm for sexual gratification  

 Recourse to public funds for domestic abuse survivors  
  

3.2 During the passage through Parliament there have been a significant number of 
additional clauses and amendments made. The Bill is currently awaiting a second 
reading at the House of Lords. There are areas that would benefit from further clarity 
but there is an intention to provide guidance and SMBC’s Domestic abuse co-
ordinator is actively engaged at both regional and national levels.   

3.3 Based on the available information, SMBC will have a statutory duty to convene a 
Local Domestic Abuse Partnership Board. This Board have responsibility to: 

 Assess the need and demand for accommodation-based support for all 
victims and their children, including those who require cross-border support.  

 Develop and publish strategies for the provision of support to cover the 
locality and diverse groups of victims.    

 Give effect to strategies by making commissioning / de-commissioning 
decisions 

 Meet the support needs of victims and their children 

 Monitor and evaluate local delivery    

 Report back to central Government 
 

3.4 Minster of Housing, Communities and Local Government (MHCLG) has taken the lead 
on defining domestic abuse safe accommodation and ensured that this includes 
commissioned specialist domestic abuse support as central to the model.  

3.5 In July 2020, clause 23 was introduced. This places a requirement for Local 
Authorities to commission sufficient specialist support that is capable to meet the 
needs of all victims, including those with protected characteristics and anyone aged 
under 18 years. Recognising that children who see, hear or experience domestic 
abuse will be considered victims. This also includes a requirement to commission 



 

 
 

support for perpetrators.  

3.6 Local Authorities will be required to deliver a Local Welfare Provision Scheme which 
will allow victims of domestic abuse access to a welfare assistance scheme.  

3.7 There are planned amendments to school admissions, the removal of the legal 
requirement for attendance at a hospital or licensed premises for access to lawful 
abortion services, recourse to public funds and a change to the presumption that 
parental involvement furthers the child’s welfare when there has been domestic 
abuse. These will require amendments to current practice.  

3.8 MHCLG has just announced a £6 million capacity building funding, which if distributed 
equally should provide £40,000 for Solihull. The purpose of the funding is to help LA’s 
resource, plan and prepare for implementation of our duty in regard to the provision of 
domestic abuse safe accommodation.  

3.9 New funding to support wider associated burdens, as detailed above will be allocated 
to LA’s separately in 2021.  

4. What options have been considered and what is the evidence telling us about 
them? 

4.1 A task group comprising of SMBC Housing lead, domestic abuse coordinator and 
SCH leadership has been set up. This group will propose use of the capacity building 
funding, commence a scoping exercise to determine need and develop costed 
recommendations which will support compliance with the domestic abuse safe 
accommodation element of the duty. 

4.2 The existing Domestic Abuse Priority Group will be re-configured to fulfil the 
Partnership Board requirement. This group currently reports to the Safer Solihull 
Board. 

4.3 The existing domestic abuse needs assessment will be reviewed to align to proposals 
set out in the bill and an updated strategy created.  

4.4 SMBC and our partner agencies have shown good commitment to the domestic abuse 
agenda, however our existing provision and pathways will need to be reviewed to 
deliver the national planned transformation programme. This includes reviewing the 
sufficiency of domestic abuse safe accommodation, specialist support for children, 
designated support for those with protected characteristics and perpetrators. Housing, 
Police, Criminal Justice, Probation and children services will carry the largest burden 
of change, but there are also implications for health, substance misuse, adult social 
care, substance misuse, education, income and awards.  

4.5 Additional financial resources will be required to support implementation of the 
pending legislation. A significant commissioning programme of work will be required to 
support implementation and on-going financial commitment to sustenance the 
transformation response.   

 



 

 
 

5. Reasons for recommending preferred option 

5.1 To meet a statutory duty, to improve the confidence and safety of those affected by 
domestic abuse.  

6. Implications and Considerations 

6.1 State how the proposals in this report contribute to the priorities in the Council Plan: 

Priority: Contribution: 

Economy: 

1. Revitalising our towns and local 
centres. 

2. UK Central (UKC) and maximising the 
opportunities of HS2. 

3. Increase the supply of housing, 
especially affordable and social 
housing. 

Provision of Domestic abuse safe 
accommodation will impact on the demand 
for social housing.   

Environment: 

4. Enhance Solihull’s natural environment. 
5. Improve Solihull’s air quality. 
6. Reduce Solihull’s net carbon emissions. 

Click here to enter text. 

People and Communities: 

7. Take action to improve life chances in 
our most disadvantaged communities. 

8. Enable communities to thrive. 
9. Sustainable, quality, affordable 

provision for adults & children with 
complex needs. 

Domestic abuse is a gendered crime and 
the impact is shown to be Experiencing 
domestic abuse has a long terms impact on 
the victims physical and mental health and 
is financially costly to them and the public 
purse.  

6.2 Consultation and Scrutiny: 

6.2.1 Click here to enter text. 

6.3 Financial implications: 

6.3.1 Although additional funding is scheduled it is unlikely to be sufficient to enable us to 
meet our duty.  

6.4 Legal implications: 

6.4.1 Click here to enter text. 

6.5 Risk implications: 

6.5.1 Reputational risk, failure to meet statutory duties and increased risk of harm to those 
who are at risk or are experiencing domestic abuse.  

https://www.solihull.gov.uk/Portals/0/Ourvisionandpriorities/Council_plan.pdf


 

 
 

6.6 Equality implications: 

6.6.1   Domestic abuse is recognised as a gender based crime  

7. List of appendices referred to 

7.1 Click here to enter text. 

8. Background papers used to compile this report 

8.1 Click here to enter text. 

9. List of other relevant documents 

9.1 Domestic Abuse Bill 

9.2 MHCLG – Future delivery of support to victims and their children in accommodation 
based domestic abuse services – consultation response. 

 


